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2021.01.29 Japan Alumni and Researcher Assembly
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Quality of Life and Gender Issues: Breaking down barriers and the importance of international
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Ms. Catherine Lefebvre

Prof. Yuki Tsuji " e 2 Project Leader at the
Yuki Tsuji is a Gender and Politics in Japan NE e (G o o)

Profesvsor of Political Contemporary, Experimental
Sociology at the School Music and Sound Art

of Political Science and ” ; (SNYK), former Director of
Economics, Tokai Gender Focus as mtegrated part the Karen Blixen Museum,

University of Quality of Life ” member of Tokai Alumni
Association Denmark

"Writing Women in Contemporary Japan

. - ) -~ Prof. Peter Edelber

pr. Gitte Marianne - the case of Haruki Murakami Peter Edelberg is an_
Gitte Marianne Hansen Associate Professor at

. is a Senior Lecturer in the SAXO Institute,

. Japanese Studies at "Why Study Gender in Denmark - Local Unversity of Copenhagen
NSRS LI Knowledge in a Globalized World™

2021.02.18 All Alumni Meeting
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Kasari#En#E AT & L, What can eyes tell about us?
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| Jyrki Saarinen##%, 7 4 Shigeki Nakauchi
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: (International Affairs and Strategy), Toyohashi University of Technology
) “Window to the mind: pupillometry as a tool to understand
k ' human cognition”
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. Professor, Head of the School of Computing, University of Eastern Finland
Markku Hauta- “Spectral eve fundus imaging using spectrally tunable light
KasariZis

sources”




2021.03.12 JSPS SAC Seminar: Virtual museums
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Opening remarks

10.00-10.05 — Director of |SPS Stockhalm Office Dr. Tadaharu Tsumoto

10.05-10.10 - Professor Leif Kirsebom DRI NE L7,
10.10-10.15 — Associate Professer Johan Eriksson Y
Presentations |"q
| W
10.15-10.40 — Professor Shigekazu Sakai, Waseda University: Full Spectrum Digital Images for Wider Géloi:"'?\epresem‘aﬁon L
10:40-11.05 — Professor Akihiko Takano, Universi Tokyo/National [nstitute of Informatics: Cu[tuml ]aﬁan asa p!arfnrrn for creating :mur own Self-Museum Joh-arn Eriksson £
sal@University: Web Browser- based '3DéG Vlrtual Museum Platform 7 )

11.05-11.30 — Associate Professor MasakjdHayashi, Upp
ﬁo Iﬁ_‘ 'E. I Tul
11.30-11.55 — Assoclate Professor Johan Eriksson/ ciate Professor Per Widén, Uppsala University® The Virtual Museumn as Art Historical method

Final remarks

11.55-12.00 — Associate Professor johan Eriksson

1
Per Widén #2045
(v 7Y% ZKF)

Virtual museums sEEREE Eneewe

Digital Visualizations of Art and Architecture in Sweden and Japan

Organizers: |SP5 Stockholm Office & Department of Art History, Uppsala University
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Contact: johan.eriksson@konstvet.uu.se [l it = (7 7% 5 KF)

JSPS/SAC SEMINAR, MARCH 25-26, 2021: ON
GAS KINETIC/DYNAMICS AND LI_FE SCIENCE

Zoom link:  https://chalmers.zoom.us/j/ 67249934-6-56
Passwoud: 925023
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2021.03.26 9th Sweden Japan Academic Network
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Webinar

Friday March 26, 2021
10:30-12:00 (sweden) / 18:30-20:00 (Jopan)

Online(Zoom)
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Prof. Chihaya Adachi Prof. Olle Inganis

| Emeritus Professor of Biomoleculir
| and Organic Electronics, IFM,
¥ Linkiping University

Distinguished Professor of
Department of Applied Chemistry,
Kyushu University

“High-performance blue OLED
elaborated by sophisticated molecular
excitonic system”

“Biomolecular inspiration in organic
technologies for energy conversion and
storage”

2021.04.15 JSPS ACN Virtual Social Event
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2021 JSPS ACN virtual social event
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Interview with a Finnish Researcher In Japan

I9VRTF4—F IAFHV

Kristiina Jokinen

ENAERRAREAN EERMEEMERN(AIST) ATHEMER > X —
Y—EXA VT YD v AFRF— L TEHEE
~ILS v F KFAdjunct Professor

Academic background
Kristiina Jokinen is Senior Researcher at Al Research Center, AIST Tokyo Waterfront,

and Adjunct Professor at University of Helsinki. Before joining AIRC, she was Professor

and Project Manager at University of Helsinki and at University of Tartu. She received

her PhD from UMIST, Manchester, and was awarded a JSPS Fellowship to research at
NAIST Japan. She was Invited Researcher at ATR Research Labs in Kyoto and Visiting
Professor at Doshisha University in Kyoto in 2009-2010. She was Nokia Foundation Fellow in
Stanford in 2006, and she is Life Member of Clare Hall at University of Cambridge.

11 JSPS Stockholm = a2—2X I  — vol. 68



We interviewed Kristiina Jokinen who works a senior researcher at the Atrtificial
Intelligence Research Center (AIRC) of the National Institute of Advanced Industrial
Science and Technology (AIST) in Tokyo Waterfront.

What kind of research are you currently

engaged mn?

My research area is Human-Robot
Interaction, and in particular, | work on Social
Robotics to model natural social interaction
between humans and robots. The goal of my
research is to enable communication
between humans and robots in applications
and services where language-based
interaction is useful and feasible. Educational
or coaching systems where the robot
provides help and instructions, assists the
user in everyday tasks, and just provides
interesting information to the user are
examples of such social robot applications.
Social interaction includes spoken language
and also multimodal aspects like hand
gesturing, head nodding, body posture, and

gaze. These modalities convey important
information in interactions, the so-called
social signals that guide the participants on
issues like emotions and affective state of the
dialogue partner, where the partners focus
their attention to, and also help in the
coordination and collaboration of interaction.
Moreover, issues related to knowledge are
important: how to represent it and how to
acquire it. Dialogue modelling can be done
manually by scripting suitable scenarios, but
a lot of current research focuses on Al-based
techniques such as neural modelling and big
data which are also the main areas in the Al
Research Center at AIST.
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How did you get interested in Social Robotics and Human-Robot Interaction?

My background is in natural language processing and dialogue modelling, and issues
related to human-human and human-computer interaction always fascinated me. As
research in robotics advanced, autonomous humanoid robots started to move out from
research labs and appear in the real world as robust working robots. | had an opportunity to
work on the Nao humanoid robot and build an application that allows the user to talk to a
robot and look for Wikipedia information. The WikiTalk application was then followed by the
MoroTalk application that could read online news, and the SamiTalk application to
experiment with robots in language revitalisation. The research area is vast and
interdisciplinary, and covers research from technical aspects to language processing, from
social acceptance to useful applications.

How did you end up 1n Japan and at your
current institution?

| did my PostDoc at Nara Institute of Science and Technology,
thanks to the JSPS Postdoc Fellowship. After that | was two years
as Invited Researcher at the ATR Telecommunication Labs in
Kyoto, and even after returning back to Europe | had good
collaboration with colleagues | met during my Fellowship time, and
visited Japan for shorter and longer periods on conferences and
invitations. Of course, Japan is one of the leading countries in
robotics and Al research, with an open-minded and creative
attitude towards social robots in general. When | learnt about
openings at Al Research Center at AIST, | did not hesitate to send
in my application, and so here | am.

How do you experience the research environment in Japan
compared to Finland?

Japanese work environment is much more guided by various procedures, which for a
foreigner may not always be so clear and straightforward to understand. Also, various forms
and regular reporting may make decisions seem slow and strict, and of course hierarchy is
much more interwoven even in the language itself. On the other hand, it can also provide a
good feeling to know that if a procedure is started, it can also be successfully finished, any
issues will be clarified and sorted out quickly, and there is certain responsibility towards
colleagues. Japanese colleagues are very polite, helpful, and cooperative, they avoid open
confrontation and are very flexible, and they do have a great sense of humour! Also, | think
that living in a country where one minute shaking of the earth can destroy your whole life
gives people kindness and sense of the life’s fragility.
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How do you experience the lifestyle in Japan?

Well, | think I've already lived too long in Japan as | find it very natural! | also
think that Finnish and Japanese life has many similarities, starting from taking
your shoes off inside your home, to the importance of nature and the four
seasons, and a certain reservedness and quietness in the character.

What do you do during your time off and where do
you recommend travelling in Japan?

| practice Aikido, jog around Odaiba and the nearby canal and seaside paths,
and read Japanese literature (from Man’yoshu to Doraemon). | also like
travelling and visiting old temples, castles, and historical places, and before
COVID-19 | had extensively travelled all around the four main islands and
smaller islands as well, so now, when travelling is not recommended, it is
actually not so bad. I'm biased towards Nara since it is the first place | learnt to
know in Japan, but | can also recommend Tohoku area as well as Shikoku, and,
of course, the Odaiba area where we live is pretty amazing like a seaside resort
with hi-tech companies, robot trains, and the future Olympic venues!

Do you have any advice for researchers
who dream of going to Japan?

-3 Japan is a country of contradictions:
” old-new, fast-slow, rich-modest,
— = disciplined-indulgent. Keep your dream
going, and when you actually reach
your goal, be open-minded, Japan will
surprise you.

14

Office view with Mt. Fuji in the dist '



Fellowship Information

Terms of Award

Maintenance and Research
support allowance

Overseas travel
insurance

Round-trip o
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Postdoctoral Fellowships for
Research in Japan FY2022
[Open Recruitment)

Duration
Short-term: | to 12 months
Standard: 12 to 24 months

Fields of research
All fields of the humanities, social
sciences and natural sciences

Application deadline

Short-term: Oct 1, 2021 / Jan 14, 2022 /
June 3, 2022

Standard: Sep 3, 2021 / May b, 2022

Read More
Shaort-term: https://www.jsps.ao.jp/
english/e-oubei-s/appliguidelines.html

Standard: https://www.jsps.qo.jp/
english/e-ippan/appliguidelines.html

Published in June 2021
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INTERNATIONAL
FELLOWSHIPS

FOR RESEARCH

IN JAPAN

Expand
your
horizons
by research
in Japan

for more info.
Visit here:

L2
EaR
JAPAN SCCIETY FoR THE PROMOTION OF SCIENGE [5

STOCKHOLM OFFICE
Japan’s largest research funding agency

https://wwwjsps-sto.com/fellowships/

Invitational Fellowships for

Research in Japan FY2022

The Invitational Fellowships provide an
opportunity for mid-career to
professor level researchers to visit
Japan for discussions, lectures and
research collaboration.

Duration of fellowship
Short-term: 14 to B0 days
Long-term: 2 to 10 months

Fields of research
All fields of the humanities, social
sciences and natural sciences

Application deadline
Short-term: Sep 3, 2021 / May b, 2022
Long-term: Sep 8, 2021

Read More
https://www.jsps.qo.jp/english/e-
inv/application.html
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